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Galatians
Why: Wasi Paul Not Saved Sooner? (1:13-14)

e Paul’s former Paul is explaining that his apostleship came through a revelation of
life in Judaism  the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul goes on to say how he first experienced
this revelation. He says, ‘For you have heard of my former life in
Judaism, how | persecuted the church of God violently and tried to “*1:13
destroy it' “*. We remember the story of how he went down the road
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. He was obviously a brilliant scholar. He
ergy. He studied under a famous rabbi,
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NS: Saul of Tarsus was a brilliant scholar but he also

is cleverness that made Saul a Christian. Despite all of
his intelligence there was nothing intelligent about the time when he
rejected Jesus! Saul of Tarsus was once spiritually blind. People claim
to reject the gospel because of their intelligence, but is there anything
intelligent about sin? Was there anything intelligent in the fury of Saul
of Tarsus against the Christians? Is there anything intelligent about a
heart full of hate? Intellectual people can be full of spiritual problems,
and their intellect gives them no help!

2. Inherited 2. So what hinders people from coming to faith? Our inherited
traditions are  traditions are a hindrance to us. Paul speaks about his ‘former life
a hindrance in Judaism’. People inherit a certain way of life. They have their

nationality, the ways in which their clan or their family like to live, their
religion. Before we come to faith we tend to be in the grip of our
traditions, our denomination, our tribe, our family habits. We somehow
feel that the way in which we grew up is the right way and everyone
else is not auite so luckv as we are! Paul was auite convinced that his



Judaism, his Hebrew language, his Pharisaic denomination, was the
way God wanted everyone to be. Christians (he thought) should be
persecuted!

3. Prejudiceis 3. Prejudice hinders people from coming to faith. Paul says he

a hindrance ‘persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it'.
Prejudice hinders people from coming to faith. Paul says he
‘persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it'. He did
not think it was sinful to kill Christians. He encouraged the murder of
Stephen. He thought he ought to destroy the Christian church
completely. But it was sheer prejudice. He could not think straight. He
had never really considered the Christian faith. He was conwinced he
ought to oppose it, but it was blindness, a kind of ‘fog in t "
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